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INTRODUCTION

This statistical publication describes the characteristics of children, birth parents, and
adoptive parents involved in independent adoptions in California during the twelve-month
period from July 1993 through June 1994.  The totals may not include all cases during the
period because of under reporting by some agencies on Form AD 42I, Independent
Adoption Individual Case Reports.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INDEPENDENT ADOPTION PROGRAM

An Independent Adoption is an adoption in which the parent(s) select the family for the
child and place the child directly with the selected family without the involvement of the
adoption agency.

Legislation substantially changed the Independent Adoption Program placement and
consent process in January, 1995.  The cases reported on in this publication were subject to
the prior statute.  This statute provided that the birth parents' consent to the adoption be
given after the child had been placed with the adopting family.  The consent was signed in
the presence of a representative of the California Department of Social Services (CDSS), or
a delegated public adoption agency.  Once the consent was signed, it could be withdrawn
only if the court agreed that the withdrawal was in the child's best interest.  The new statute
requires that most birth parents be advised of their rights, the alternatives to adoption and
the various types of adoption, by a licensed private adoption agency or by an individual
adoption service provider prior to placing a child for adoption.  The placement is
accomplished by completing an Independent Adoption Placement Agreement with the
assistance of the agency or individual service provider.  The agreement becomes an
irrevocable consent to adoption after no more than ninety days.

Under the former statute, any adult could file a petition to adopt a child.  Under the new
statute, only prospective adoptive parents with whom the child has been placed for
adoption and certain relatives or legal guardians desiring to adopt a specific child may file a
petition to adopt.  The petition is filed in the Superior Court of the county of the petitioners'
residence.  The adopting parent(s) must be at least ten years older than the child.  If the
child is more than twelve years old, his or her consent to the adoption is necessary.

The CDSS, acting directly or through a public adoption agency, is required by law to make
a study of the home to determine whether the prospective adoptive parent(s) can love and
provide a family life for the child that will enable him to develop to his best potential, and
whether the child is a proper subject for adoption.  The agency making the study of an
independent adoptive placement also needs to secure information from the birth parents of
the child regarding family background and other information that will enable the agency to
determine whether  the child is legally free for adoption.  The study and report to the court
must be completed within 180 days of the filing of the petition to adopt.  The responsibility
of the birth parents is not terminated until the petition is heard and a decree of adoption
granted by the court.



An "Independent Adoption" is legally based on the fact that the parent(s) placed the child
directly with persons of their choice.  For this reason, there is no anonymity of the parties
to the placement.

Independent adoption services were provided in the following four counties during the
1993-94 fiscal year:

Alameda
Los Angeles
San Bernardino
San Diego

In the remainder of the state, CDSS provided independent adoption services through
district offices in the following locations:

Chico
Fresno
Los Angeles
Oakland
Sacramento
Santa Rosa
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INDEPENDENT ADOPTIONS IN CALIFORNIA
COMPARISON OF AVERAGES (MEDIANS)

APPROVAL OR CONDITIONAL APPROVAL CASES
JULY 1993 - JUNE 1994

CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDREN     FY     FY     FY     FY
  93-94   92-93   91-92   90-91

Age of Child at time of Placement 2 days 2 days 2 days 2 days

Elapsed time between Date of Placement
and Date Adoption Petition Filed

13 days 13 days 12 days 14 days

Elapsed time between Date Petition Filed
and Date Court Report Filed

231 days 235 days 222 days 230 days

Extension days granted to 180-day limit 120 days 120 days 120 days 120 days

CHARACTERISTICS OF NATURAL PARENTS

Age of Birth Mother at birth of child 22 yrs. 22 yrs. 21 yrs. 22 yrs.
Age of Birth Father at birth of child 24 yrs. 24 yrs. 24 yrs. 24 yrs.

CHARACTERISTICS OF ADOPTIVE PARENTS

Age of Adopting Mother at Time of
Court Report

39 yrs. 39 yrs. 38 yrs. 38 yrs.

Age of Adopting Father at Time of
Court Report

40 yrs. 40 yrs. 39 yrs. 40 yrs.

Gross Annual Income of
Adopting Parent(s)

$62,112 $61,943 $62,660 $60,000

Payment of Birth Mother's or Child's
expenses by Adopting Parents

$3,000 $3,250 $3,500 $4,000
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